WENT 2000 – TRACK 3 – BASIC COURSE IN DATABASE
Using CDS/ISIS
7-b. Information Building and Management Using CDS/ISIS


Information Building and Management Using CDS/ISIS

Learning Objectives:

At the end of the session, you should be able to:

· Learn how to use the information content in CDS/ISIS database.

· Be familiar with the database back-up utilities.
· Be able to do a back-up for your database.
Backing-up a database: ISISXCH

You should make regular backups of your database in case of accidents. The frequency of creating backups depends on the rate at which you are making additions or alterations to your database. 
How to back-up?

___________________________________________________________________________________

Micro CDS/ISIS - Version 3.0

_____________________________________________________________________________________




L - Change dialogue language




C - Change database




E - ISISENT - Data entry services




S - ISISRET - Information retrieval services




P - ISISPRT - Sorting and printing services




I - ISISINV - Inverted file services




D - ISISDEF - Database definition services



(
M - ISISXCH - Master file services




U - ISISUTL - System utility services




A - ISISPAS -Advanced programming services



X - Exit



? _____

___________________________________________________________________________________

From the main menu, press M - Master file services. A sub-menu will be 
displayed:

___________________________________________________________________________________

Service ISISXCH

Master file Services

Menu: EXCH

_____________________________________________________________________________________




L - Change dialogue language



(
B - Master file backup




R - Master file restore




C - Reorganize master file




I - Import external file




E - Export CDS/ISIS file



X – Exit


? _____
___________________________________________________________________________________

1. Select option B - Master file backup. The program will displays the following messages:

Back-up drive and/or directory?

2. You should type the drive letter of your floppy disk, followed by a 

colon. Example:





A:

Then you are prompted :


Mount diskette number 1 on drive a:


Press <Enter> when ready or C to cancel

3. Put in the first disk and press <Enter>. The backup will start and you will be prompted to insert another disk if required. The backup file is in binary format and the physical file has an extension of .BKP.
4. When a problem occurs on the hard disk, restore the back-up copy using the R option - Master file restore.
5. E options – Export CDS/ISIS allows you to extract a database or a portion of it loading with other users database of the same structure.

6. I option – Import External File allows you to restore external data (in IS0 2709 format) into CDS/ISIS data.

Exercises:

1. Browse the new record in the output format.

2. Search the CDS database for Gates and Hansen. What happened?
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