WENT 2001 - Reference Reading
Track 1: Web-based Information Service

Forms Processing and Server-Side Scripts 

Track 3: Managing Information Using Databases

Forms Processing and Server-Side Scripts

Do you still remember?

Forms do two things: 

1. Display a set of controls (text fields, lists of items, buttons, radio buttons, checkboxes etc.) in a Web page allowing the user to enter information.  
2. Form submission - the form tells the browser where to send information that has been submitted by the user. 
What happens next has nothing to do with HTML.  After the form is submitted, a script designated to handle the submitted data of the form does the processing.  A script is a set of instructions passed on to another software language parser/processor (also called “interpreter” or “compiler”) for execution.  

As discussed, there are two types of scripting, namely, client-side and server-side scripting.  A script is client-side if the browser processes the instruction (locally) and the data does not travel in the network, on the other hand, a script is server-side if the processing is executed in the HTTP server and this requires the request/data to travel the network onto the server and server’s response/data back to the browser (client).
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There are a lot of available server-side scripts, which will be discussed in the “Working with Scripts” session.  For now, CGI and PHP will be as examples, with emphasis on PHP.  

CGI stands for Common Gateway Interface. Most of the CGI programs are written in Perl, but you may also do CGI programming using C.

PHP stands for Personal Home Page tools.  It is an embedded server-script and is in itself the scripting language, to interact with HTTP (Web) server, a program module is added to the HTTP program like Apache.  Also, PHP can be made to interact with a DBMS with a proper module for a specific DBMS.

A sample PHP script taken from WENDY that pulls-out from the WENDY database the SELECT options of the Country a field in an HTML FORM. The shaded area is the PHP block while the rest are plain HTML blocks  …

<tr> 

<td width="159" align="left" valign="top">

<font color="red">*</font>Country:</td>

<td width="148" align="left" valign="top"> 

<?php

     frm_select_val("SELECT country_id, country_name FROM ref_country ORDER BY country_name","profile[8]",$profile[8]);

?>
</td>

</tr>

The PHP block is signified by the symbols   

<?php     ---this states the start of the PHP block

?>           ---this terminates the PHP block

The WENT Training Toolkits

Now, the two WENT Training Toolkits…

WOK

What is WOK?

 WOK is a Web Publishing Engine developed by c2o/Toy Satellite.

What is its purpose?

The WOK enables rapid web publishing without pre-requisite knowledge of HTML.  It allows any number of registered contributors to submit text, images & PDF files.  Registered editors can edit and publish this content, and perform overall content management on the site.

What is it made of?



How does it work?

During the training, check the URL: http://203.252.194.8/ 

After the training, refer to the WOK development site http://wok.c2o.org

WENDY

What is Wendy?

WENDY stands for Women's Electronic Networking Training Directory dB WENDY is an online customised directory application.  It is like a typical directory application but the unique feature of WENDY is that the Web is chosen to be its platform implementation, as such it realises the advantages of the Web that is lower deployment and training cost and wider public reach.

What is its purpose?

WENDY provides the central working facility for the tasks of acquiring, editing, removing, searching, as well as printing information on an individual like the individual's personal profile, organisation affiliation, person’s interests, and expertise. It enables the user to organise contact directory information like using an ordinary directory minus the hassle of maintaining this information manually. 
 
What is it made of?



How does it work?

During the training, check the URL: http://203.252.194.8/ and click on the link WENDY.  Also, visit the WENDY development site http://www.ewizards.com.ph

References:

WENT2000 Training, Session on Forms & CGI, URL: http://www.aworc.org/went/

WOK Technical Manual. URL: http://wok.w2o.org

Wendy User’s Guide, URL: http://www.ewizards.com.ph
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