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Track 2: Using ICT for Policy Advocacy
Mixing Media

Session: Mixing Media
At the end of the session, you should be

1. learning possible ways of combining online and offline means of “campaigning”  based on the case study

2. drawing lessons from the case study on the importance of maximising electronic networking

Technologies such as computers, teleconferences and faxes allow individuals to connect through time and space, and thus become instrumental in setting up networks. Women use the technology to talk, plan, and strategize as if the whole world where their own community. Despite problems of uneven participation and access, Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) have facilitated the distribution of women’s information as well as communication between women. 

Information and communications have always played a vital role in the global women’s movement. Electronic communications are facilitating women’s networking and advocacy in ways not previously possible. Facing inadequate telecommunications infrastructure, persistent stereotypes, policies that favour commercial sectors over community networking and limited resources, women have responded with practical solutions and policy advocacy. They have used e-mail in concert with fax and printer materials, designed and conducted gender-sensitive trainings. 

Case Study:
Isis International-Manila, a feminist NGO dedicated to women’s information and communication needs. Documenting ideas and visions. Creating channels to communicate. Collecting and moving information. Networking and building links. Isis focuses on those advancing women’s rights, leadership and empowerment in Asia and the Pacific. With connections in over 150 countries, Isis also keeps up with changing trends and analyses concerning women worldwide. Isis International was formed in 1974 to: create opportunities for women’s voices to be heard, strengthen feminist analyses through information exchange, promote solidarity and support feminist movements across the globe. 
Starting in Rome, Italy, and Geneva, Switzerland, today Isis International has three independent offices in Asia (Manila, Philippines), Africa (Kampala, Uganda) and Latin America (Santiago, Chile), reflecting a commitment towards South-South cooperation and South-North linkages. The office in Rome moved to Manila in 1991. The organization is named after the ancient Egyptian goddess Isis who symbolizes wisdom, creativity and knowledge.

As one of its advocacies, Isis is devoted to disseminating information and resources pertinent to the Women and Media-Section J of the Beijing Platform for Action. Isis is using different tools to disseminate information to different networks, organizations and individuals around the world. Combinations of offline and online means of disseminating information worked effectively for the organization. As a matter of fact, the organization’s website has a new section that is devoted to disseminating information and resources pertinent to the Women and Media-Section J of the Beijing Platform for Action. (http://www.isiswomen.org)
News dispatches 

Bpfa-news, a media announcement list that was set up in conjunction with the Beijing + 5 Review Global Women’s Media Team, featured stories generated by the team members that were sent to media outlets worldwide. 

About 49 stories/press releases in English (some of which were translated into Spanish, Nepali, Bahasa Indonesia, Mongolian, Bislama (the national language of Vanuatu), Kyrgyz, Russian, German and Croatian were sent to 168 print, broadcast and electronic media outlets around the world using the bpfa-news electronic mailing list and fax. The stories/press releases were also posted in the WomenAction site: <http:// www.womenaction.org> and APWomen 2000 mailing list.


WomenAction Newsletter 

Isis also worked as part of the editorial team of WomenAction, a network of organizations working on media, information and communication issues. The WomenAction team put out a daily newsletter highlighting the events and issues during the 44th UNCSW session and PrepCom. This innovative idea proved to be a useful way to keep the very large number of NGO representatives present at the UNGASS abreast of issues while bringing together an international team of women communicators in close collaboration with each other.

Alternative Section J (Women and Media) Report

Isis, as WomenAction member, was chosen to co-ordinate and compile the Global Alternative Report on Section J. The report surveyed the accomplishments, obstacles, gaps, best practices and recommendations from each of the regions globally for Section J. The Latin American report was compiled by ALAI of Ecuador and Daphne Sabanes Plou, an Argentinian journalist. For Europe and North America the writers and researchers were Karen Banks and Jill Small of APC-WNSP while Isis International reported for Asia. The reports were than compiled by Indian journalist Meena Shivdas into one full report. 

While the document was initially expected to contain reports from all regions in the world, it was not possible to get sufficient information to achieve this. It was clear to Isis from the process of engaging in this exercise that available information from the Pacific and Central Asia was fairly limited. This is an area that needs greater attention in the future. The report has been disseminated to the UNCSW government delegates, to interested women and other UN offices. Copies are available on the WomenAction website at <http://www.womenaction.org>.

Women and Media Caucus

In preparation for the 44th UNCSW session that served as preparatory meeting for the UN General Assembly Session for the Review of the BPFA, WomenAction called together a media caucus group while in New York. The Caucus was made up of some 30 women who reflected a wide array of media women globally. There were women from mainstream media, alternative women’s media groups, women in ICT, radio journalists, reporters, “techies” and women who believe that media is a key component for women’s empowerment.

Anne Walker of International Women’s Tribune Center (IWTC) served as the point person and representative to the media caucus prior to the UN/CSW meeting. At the meeting itself, ALAI and IWTC initiated the first week of the media caucus. They gave input into the NGO liaison-working document as well as started the lobbying strategies. Isis International-Manila’s representatives joined for the second and third week, taking over the chairing of the caucus, coordinating and implementing the lobbying strategies.

At the UNGASS, Isis worked with ALAI and APCWNSP in pulling together daily media caucus meetings and proposing language to be adopted in the UNGASS Outcomes Document that was being discussed for adoption. Given the nature of the UNGASS, and the fact that many media caucus members were involved in information dissemination activities through the WomenAction network, relatively little effort was put into the actual advocacy and lobbying work. As a result, we were unable to get into the Outcomes documents the more progressive language we had worked on. Nonetheless, the collaborative efforts proved a useful exercise to be built on for future advocacy.

WomenAction

In preparation for the Beijing + 5 Review that culminated at the UNGASS, Isis actively worked as part of WomenAction, an international network of some 40 organizations working on women and media information and communication issues. Isis-Santiago, Isis-WICCE are also part of this network which had set up a Beijing + 5 Review Website, and which produced daily newsletters during the 44th UNCSW session and UNGASS to keep the women and general public updated s on the progress of the review.

Isis’ lobbying on Women and Media (Section J) was also carried out through the Women and Media Caucus which was composed of members of WomenAction). A Global Alternative Report on Section J was put together by WomenAction in time for the UNCSW session that also served as preparatory meeting for the UNGASS in June. Isis co-ordinated and compiled this report.
Isis consider using e-mail discussion list as one of the most effective means of communicating among networks, mobilising action in times of crisis, participating in policy debates and voicing new perspectives. 

Why e-mail discussion list?
· Allows women from various regions/around the globe to converse; collaborate and share ideas and projects;

· Allows convenient connectivity and quick information sharing among many groups and individuals at the same time; no other technology can you link to so many people at one time;

· Is relatively inexpensive considering the number of people linked at one time and its multiplying effect, especially when compared to other mediums of communication;

· Makes easy to follow threads of discussions, connections and themes; one is able to join discussions at various points by reading past messages and jump in at any time;

· Brings together women who may not have had the opportunity to meet and discuss issues together through other mediums;

· Allows some women the ability to express themselves freely behind the safety of a computer;

· Gives ample time for the writer to reflect, think and edit before putting statements in finality; and,

· Does not require formulas on the environmental ambience— and each list has its own personality and the participants create the climate themselves.

Other observations:
· Women who are most at ease at discussion lists are those who are comfortable with this technology and language. They are the ones most likely to be more involved in the discussions, while those who are new to this technology or not confident in the language are more silent and shy in expressing themselves.

· Women in Asia are more comfortable in writing and participating in the discussions if they know the host or person who is receiving their messages.

· Some women need extra prodding and encouragement to initially bring them into the discussion.

· How women introduce themselves and jump into a discussion also varies. Women in Asia and the Pacific Islands tend to be short on their accomplishment lists and more comfortable in sharing personal information, such as marital status, number of children, etc. Type and level of information sharing is more cultural.

· Personal conversations and/or information make the discussions more personal and do not diminish depth and quality. Personal sharing creates a human environment where the connection is enhanced.

The Internet has emerged as a powerful way of linking people and vast information resources. The Internet is an open network that links individuals, women’s organisations and networks, governments, schools, libraries and corporations. As a broadcasting medium, the Internet is not separate from other media. The use of radio, television, newspaper is not used in isolation. There’s a recognition among women the possibilities offered by the Internet to increase their audiences and strengthen their networks. The electronic networking possibilities offered by the Internet have the potential to foster linkages between organisation, structures, projects and communities. Geographical and national barriers can be broken. The Internet challenges the tension between local and global and makes information available that we would not otherwise have access to. (Boezak, 2001)

Using different kind of technologies and combining these to create innovative content and to reach more people provide opportunities for more women to become both the users and producers of their information and knowledge.

Source:
Boezak, Sonia. "Crossing the Digital Divide: Converging Old and New technologies" in Women in Sync: A Toolkit for Electronic Networking. Toolkit #2. APC Women’s Networking Support Programme, 2001.
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