REPORT OF AWORC ACTIVITIES FOR THE FACE-TO-FACE MEETING (DRAFT)

General Objectives of AWORC:

1. To develop cooperative approaches and partnerships in increasing access and exploring applications of new ICT for women’s empowerment. 

2. To build sustainable electronic resource sharing amongst women's organizations that support and strengthen existing networks within the women’s movement in the region.

3. To develop resources that strengthen women and gender analyses of critical concerns of women regionally and globally.

4. To build a regional information service that will support critical advocacies of the women’s movement in our region such as campaigns towards poverty alleviation, promotion of  women’s human rights and over-all women’s empowerment as articulated in the BPFA. 

5. To promote net literacy and electronic networking within the women’s movement in Asia and build the capacity of women’s organizations in the region in the overall application of ICT to enhance their work with women.

Strategy 1: Building an AWORC Website

1. Database / Multilingual Search Mechanism

One of  the sections of the AWORC website is the Multi-lingual Index Database and Search Mechanism.  Through this database and search engine, resources on women’s contemporary issues of the AWORC member organisations may be shared made accessible through the AWORC website.  The search engine also allows users to access the database in various languages: English, Korean, Japanese and Tagalog.

Presently, the AWORC Multi-lingual Index Database and Search Engine is still under development.  Funds have been raised to support the project’s further development in the coming year.

2. Beijing+5

AWORC launched the Beijing+5 section on its website in March.  The section highlighted news, reports, activities and resources relevant to the regional review of the BPFA.Through Beijing+5, AWORC provided on-site reports from meetings and activities leading up to Women 2000, the United Nations General Assembly Special Session to Review the BPFA.  These activities and meetings include: the 43rd Session of the Commission on the Status of Women in March 1999; the Asia-Pacific Women 2000 NGO Symposium in August 1999; and the UNESCAP High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Five-year Review of the BPFA in October 1999.  AWORC also plans to provide on-site reports during the 44th Session of the CSW in March 2000 and the Women 2000 Conference in June 2000

3. Developing Training Resources

The full documentation and training kit of the Asian Women’s Electronic Training 1999 (WENT 1999) was made available in the AWORC website as a training resource on new ICT.  The training kit includes modules and hands-on exercises used during WENT 99.

AWORC plans to develop more training resources as part of the strategies to increase women’s access to and understanding of new ICT. 

4. Expanding Technical Experts

Strategy 2: Capacity Building

1.  Trainers’ Training Workshop (April 12 –16)

The AWORC Trainers’ Meeting was held from April 12 to 16, 1999 in Manila, Philippines.  Hosted by Isis International-Manila, the meeting focused on developing the schedule of workshop activities and training modules for WENT ’99.  The members of the WENT ’99 Training Team were selected from the AWORC network.

List of WENT ’99 Trainers

NAME
ORGANISATION

Pi Villanueva Reyes
APC Women’s Networking Support Programme (APC-WNSP)

Isis International-Manila

Jusitna Curtis
APC-WNSP

C20, Australia

Shin Won Sun
Asian Pacific Women’s Information Network (APWIN)

Sang Kyung Rhee
APWIN

Moon Hyunjeong
APWIN

Yukika Matsumoto
AWORC

Fem-net/JCA-NET, Japan

Unembat Byambataseren
Women’s Information and Research Centre (WIRC), Mongolia

2. Women’s Electronic Network Training 1999

WENT ’99 was held from June 21 – 26, 1999 in Sookmyung Women’s University, Seoul, Korea. It was hosted by the Asian Pacific Women’s Information Network (APWIN), and attended by women representing organisations involved in the BPFA Review Process.

WENT ’99  was organised to train key women’s organisations to effectively use Internet-based communication tools to exchange and disseminate information on the BPFA Review Process in Asia, and to enhance their overall ability to utilise new ICT for on-going national development programmes.

WENT ’99 was participated in by 23 women representing organisations which are actively involved in the BPFA Review Process.

The participants were mostly information officers, librarians or involved in the information and communication work in their respective organisations.

The following funds have been raised for WENT ’99:

Funding Agency
Amount

Japan Foundation Asia Center
US$7000

UNIFEM East and South East Asia Regional Office
US$6000

UNIFEM South Asia Regional Office
US$2950

Mamacash
US$2500

UNIFEM Head Office
US$4500

Registration Fees from Participants
US$5204

Total Funds Raised
US$ 28,154

3. Training for Women Radio Broadcasters

4. Global Women’s Electronic Network Training (GWENT 99)

AWORC participated in the Global Women’s Electronic Network Training (GWENT) held in Sookmyung Women’s University from September 27 – October 2.  The workshop was attended by 35 women from organisations and networks involved in information and communication work for the BPFA review.  All regions except the Middle East were represented during the workshop.

During the workshop, plans were made for establishing the WomenAction network. WomenAction is a global information, communication and media network that enables NGOs to actively engage in the Beijing review process with the long-term goal of women's empowerment, and special focus on women and communications.
Strategy 3: Five-year Review of the Status of Women and ICT

1. Regional Consultation on Women and ICT During the Asia Pacific Women 2000 NGO Conference

On September 2, 1999, AWORC and Isis International-Manila sponsored the special interest group discussion on women and new information & communication technologies, titled, “New Information and Communication Technologies: A Women’s Agenda Workshop”.  Two speakers were invited for the workshop: Dr. Kyungsook Lee, President of Sookmyung Women’s University; and Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Asian Indigenous Women’s Network.  They discussed the impacts and challenges of new ICT to women, and how women may impact, challenge and influence the development of new ICT.

The workshop was the initial step to conducting research on the status of women and ICT in the region.

2. On-line Conference on Women and ICT

AWORC will hold an on-line conference on Women and ICT to discuss various women’s experience and perspectives on new ICT.  The results of the discussion will be included in the final report.

3. Research Report

Funds have been raised to conduct and publish a research on the status of women and ICT in ten focal points in the region.  The report will be prepared in time for the Women 2000 Conference.

Strategy 4:  Developing Issue-based and Content-based Networks

Information and Communication Work for the Five-year Review of the BPFA

On-site Reporting for the 43rd Session of the CSW

Through the Beijing+5 site, representatives from Isis International-Manila posted updates and reports on the CSW Meeting.

Activities for the AP Women 2000 NGO Symposium (August 31 – September 4) Activities

Public Access Centre

AWORC coordinated with the organisers of the symposium to set up a free e-mail and Internet centre within the conference site.  The AWORC team manned the centre and provided on-site tutorials on e-mail and Internet use. Asia Pacific Women’s Infromation Network Centre (APWINC) sent two representatives, Sangkyung Rhee and Moon Hyunjeung, to be part of the team. Other AWORC members who were at the conference also assisted the team.   Rhona Bautista of Isis International-Manila was assigned to head the team.

On-site Reporting

AWORC and Isis International-Manila also provided on-site reports and press releases during the symposium.  Reports were posted on the AWORC/Beijing+5 site, the APWomen 2000 mailing list, and a mailing list of media practitioners. A total of six (6) reports and updates were posted during the symposium.

The Final Report of the conference was also posted on the AWORC/Beijing+5 site after the symposium.

On-site Reporting during the UNESCAP High-level Intergovernmental Meeting to Review the BPFA (October 26 – 29)

AWORC posted on-site updates and press releases provided by the Women’s Media Team on the AWORC/Beijing+5 site and the APWomen 2000 mailing list.  An ad hoc AWORC team composed of members attending the meeting also provided reports and updates.  A total of twenty-seven (27) statements and press releases were posted during the meeting.

Other activities:

APWINC and AWORC Workshop during the CONGO (October 13)

On October 13, 1999, the Asia Pacific Women’s Information Centre (APWINC) hosted a workshop entitled, “EDUCATION AND NEW INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES: STRATEGIES OFWOMEN’S INFORMATIZATION”, at the Lily Room in the Olympic Park Hotel in Seoul, Korea.  This was one of the parallel workshops organised during the 1999 Seoul International Conference of NGOs held from October 10 – 15, 1999.

The workshop aimed to discuss the status of women and ICT, and the various strategies used by women’s organisations to promote women’s empowerment through new ICT. Four women representing organisations and networks engaged in new ICT were invited as panel speakers.  These were: Ms. Oidov Oyuntsegtseg, Director, Women’s Information and Research Center (WIRC), Mongolia; Ms. Cheekay Cinco, Project Associate, Asian Women’s Resource Exchange (AWORC); Ms. Sangkyung Rhee, Researcher, (APWINC);Ms. Sara Longwe, Director, Femnet, Africa.

